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there is an identification of the moral with the rational.
Reason is set up as a faculty from which proceed ultimate
moral intuitions, and sometimes, as in the Kantian theory, it
is said to supply the only proper moral motive.   On the other
hand, the value of concrete, everyday intelligence is con-
stantly underestimated, and even deliberately depreciated.
Morals is often thought to be an affair with which ordinary
knowledge has nothing to do.   Moral knowledge is thought
to be a thing apart, and conscience is thought of as something
radically different from consciousness.   This separation, if
valid, is of especial significance for education.   Moral educa-
tion in school is practically hopeless when we set up the devel-
opment of character as a supreme end, and at the same time
treat the acquiring of knowledge and the development of
understanding, which of necessity occupy the chief part of
school time, as having nothing to do with character.   On such
a basis, moral education is inevitably reduced to some kind of
catechetical instruction, or lessons about morals.    Lessons
' about morals' signify as matter of course lessons in what
other people think about virtues and duties.    It amounts
to something only in the degree in which pupils happen to be
already animated by a sympathetic and dignified regard for
the sentiments of others.   Without such a regard, it has no
more influence on character than information about the
mountains of Asia; with a servile regard, it increases depend-
ence upon others, and throws upon those in authority the
responsibility for conduct.   As a matter of fact, direct in-
struction in morals has been effective only in social groups
where it was a part of the authoritative control of the many by
the few.   Not the teaching as such but the reinforcement of
it by the whole regime of which it was an incident made It
effective.   To attempt to get similar results from lessons about
morals in a democratic society is to rely upon sentimentalmagic.
At the other end of the scale stands the Socratic-Platonic
teaching which identifies knowledge and virtue — which holds

